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Why the disproportionate burden of HIV/STDs?



What is health disparity?

Health disparity is a particular type
of health difference that is closely linked

with social or economic disadvantage.
Health disparities adversely affect

groups of people who have
systematically experienced greater

social or economic obstacles to health

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/Definitions.html

http://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/Definitions.html�


What is health equity?

Absence of systematic disparities in health
(or its social determinants)

between more and less advantaged
social groups

Braveman, P and Gruskin, S. Defining equity in health. J Epidemiol Community Health 2003;57:254-258



Brennan Ramirez LK, Baker EA, Metzler M. Promoting health equity: a resource to help communities address social 
determinants of health. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 2008.



How do we pursue health equity?

Pursuing health equity
=

Pursuing the elimination
of such health disparities/inequalities

Braveman, P. Health disparities and health equity: concepts and measurement. Annu Rev Public Health 
2006;27:167–94



Social determinants of health

It is true that individual-level determinants...
are major drivers. However, it is also clear

that the patterns and distributions
of these infectious diseases…

are further influenced by a dynamic interplay
among the prevalence of the infectious agent,

the effectiveness of…interventions,
and a range of social and structural

environmental factors

Dean, HD and Fenton, KA. Addressing social determinants of health in the prevention and control of HIV/AIDS, 
viral hepatitis, sexually transmitted infections, and tuberculosis. Public Health Rep 2010;125 Suppl 4:1-5



Initiatives to address inequities in SDH

 Small-scale program and policy initiatives
 Traditional public health program and policy 

initiatives
 Large-scale program and policy initiatives

Brennan Ramirez LK, Baker EA, Metzler M. Promoting health equity: a resource to help communities address social 
determinants of health. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 2008.



Examples from Alaska



We need to ensure
that our Native ways are being taught

as well as the ways of the western world.
—Patricia Longley Cochran

Inupiat Eskimo

ETR Associates. 2002. Eliminating Health Disparities: Conversations with American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
Santa Cruz, CA



Brennan Ramirez LK, Baker EA, Metzler M. Promoting health equity: a resource to help communities address social 
determinants of health. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 2008.



The Walrus Hunt

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J325bv5GJAI

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J325bv5GJAI�


Brennan Ramirez LK, Baker EA, Metzler M. Promoting health equity: a resource to help communities address social 
determinants of health. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 2008.



Family Wellness Warriors Initiative



Breaking the Silence

http://www.fwwi.org/video4.cfm

http://www.fwwi.org/video4.cfm�


Examples from ANTHC



iknowmine.org



iknowmine.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Community” page includes stories produced by Alaska Native youth and a community forum where youth can ask questions and get answers from their peers.



iknowmine.org

Our Story (link at bottom of page)
https://www.iknowmine.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Community” page includes stories produced by Alaska Native youth and a community forum where youth can ask questions and get answers from their peers.

https://www.iknowmine.org/�


Community Drum



We cannot let pride get in the way
of facing any predator (disease)

that has the potential of our ethnic extinction….
Let us continue with our heads held high

and preserve our people….
One of our values is taking care of the tribe.

—Selina A. Moose
Inupiaq

Excerpt from an interview with Selina A. Moose, http://www.communitydrum.org/html/inupiaq.html

http://www.communitydrum.org/html/inupiaq.html�


Other examples?



To prevent disease, we increasingly ask people
to do things that they have not done previously,

to stop doing things they have been doing for years,
and to do more of some things and less of other things…

It is unreasonable to expect
that people will change their behavior easily

when so many forces in the social, cultural, and physical environment 
conspire against such change.

A social environmental approach to health and health interventions. In: Smedley BD, Syme SL, eds. Promoting 
Health: Intervention Strategies from Social and Behavioral Research. Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press; 
2000.
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